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A Board of Selectmen’s Meeting was held in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room at the Town Hall 
on Monday, June 3, 2013. Selectman Keefe called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 

Attendance: William Starzec, Robert Miller, Jeffrey Duggan, Deborah Keefe 
 
Absent: Mark Dowgiewicz 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: Selectman Keefe led the Selectmen in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion: made by Selectman Miller, seconded by Selectman Duggan to approve the meeting 
minutes of April 22, 2013.  
Vote: Mr. Starzec - abstain, Mr. Miller – yes, Mr. Duggan – yes, Ms. Keefe – yes.  
 
Mike Grendell – 3rd Annual Thunder on Webster Lake  
 
Mike Grendell and Dave Dellasandro came forward. He stated they were before the Board in 
order to obtain a “One Day” liquor license and an entertainment license for the 3rd Annual 
Thunder on Webster Lake Event being held on August 31, 2013 and September 1, 2013. 
Selectman Keefe stated the alcohol would be restricted to a roped off area with a hired police 
detail.  
 
Motion: made by Selectman Miller, seconded by Selectman Starzec to approve the “One Day” 
liquor license for the 3rd Annual Thunder on Webster Lake event being held on August 31, 2013 
and September 1, 2013 pending the approval of the Police Chief.  
Vote: Mr. Starzec - yes, Mr. Miller – yes, Mr. Duggan – yes, Ms. Keefe – yes.  
 
Motion: made by Selectman Miller, seconded by Selectman Starzec to approve the 
entertainment license for the 3rd Annual Thunder on Webster Lake being held on August 31, 
2013 and September 1, 2013. 
Vote: Mr. Starzec - yes, Mr. Miller – yes, Mr. Duggan – yes, Ms. Keefe – yes. 
 
Representative Ryan Fattman – Updates 
 
Representative Ryan Fattman came forward. He stated he wanted to give a brief update on 
legislative matters. He stated he attended a neighborhood meeting in Douglas regarding the 
proposed wind turbines. He stated the project was on hold due to a funding problem, but a new 
company might have the license transferred in their name and continue the project. He stated a 
meeting is scheduled for August 13, 2013 in Douglas concerning this issue. He stated he sent out 
a letter in support of Senator Moore’s budget amendment that would give Environmental Police 
jurisdiction over Webster Lake. He stated he is urging the Environmental Police to conduct an 
Environmental Impact Study. He stated although this might stir up some controversy in regards 
to cigarette boats, it is extremely important to conduct his study.  
 
Motion: made by Selectman Duggan, seconded by Selectman Miller to send a letter in support 
of Senator Moore’s budget amendments to the House Ways and Means Conference Committee 
Members.  
Vote: Mr. Starzec - yes, Mr. Miller – yes, Mr. Duggan – yes, Ms. Keefe – yes. 
 
Motion: made by Selectman Miller, seconded by Selectman Duggan to send a letter to Secretary, 
Richard K. Sullivan Jr., urging him to quickly move forward with the Environmental Impact 
Study for Webster Lake.  
Vote: Mr. Starzec - yes, Mr. Miller – yes, Mr. Duggan – yes, Ms. Keefe – yes. 
 
He stated he is fighting for tougher EBT guidelines. He stated tax payers money is being wasted. 
He stated he is working on a reform to verify social security numbers. He stated photo 
identification on these cards would also deter fraud. He stated a letter from the Board of 
Selectman for their support would be helpful. He stated he also received feedback from the Town 
of Webster regarding the lack of accountability for landlords. He stated the Town was seeking a 



way to make landlords accountable for the tenants they rent to and for the condition the house is 
in. He stated he would like to present a bill that would make landlords accountable and allow for  
action to be taken against them.  
 Selectman Duggan asked Representative Fattman if the Board of Selectmen should attend 
the meeting in Douglas regarding the wind turbines. Representative Fattman stated it would be 
very beneficial if the Board attended the meeting. He stated the Town of Webster wants to be 
good neighbors to Douglas. He stated a deeper look at the impact of the wind turbines would 
need to be assessed.  
 Mr. McAuliffe stated there are a lack of regulations concerning Webster Lake since it is 
deemed a “Great Pond.”  He stated there might be a need for special legislation. He stated this 
proposed paddle boat is not a proper fit for Webster Lake. He stated all these State entities need 
to come together and give the Town some insight on what to do going forward. He stated there 
was only one (1) State Patrol last summer and that was for the Fourth of July fireworks. 
Selectman Keefe stated the docking permits are issued through the State so the Town has no 
insight on what they allow or don’t allow. She stated the Town has received no direction on their 
concerns. She asked if there were any restrictions on fueling or weed control. She asked what the 
Town’s rights were. Selectman Miller stated there is a sewer easement going through Indian 
Ranch. He asked how that would impact the environment if breached. Representative Fattman 
stated a lot of these questions are not answered. He stated that is why the Town needs an 
Environmental Impact Study performed on Webster Lake. He stated there have been no permits 
issued for a dock or a wide load through the State of Massachusetts. He stated the Board brought 
up very good points. Selectman Starzec asked if he needed to pull a crane permit or a sewage 
permit and what regulations governed them. Mr. McAuliffe asked where the dock permit would 
be issued from. Representative Fattman stated the dock permit would be issued by the 
Department of Environmental Protection. Selectman Keefe asked Representative Fattman to 
keep the Board updated on all these issues.  
 
Richard Franas – Legal Expenses 
 
Richard Franas came forward. He thanked Representative Ryan Fattman for all the hard work he 
has done. He stated that the Environmental Impact Report is crucial to preserving Webster Lake. 
He stated there are seventeen (17) Great Ponds in Massachusetts with restrictions on them. He 
stated he is still working on the legal matters and will present them at the next meeting.  
 
Selectman Keefe called for a five (5) minute recess.  
 
Solterra Solar – Net Metering Presentation  
 
Eric Friedman came forward. He stated he has been speaking with both Mr. Gaucher and Mr. 
McAuliffe regarding net metering. He stated the Town would link with National Grid to meter 
energy through a solar project in Spencer at a discounted rate. Selectman Miller asked what the 
Town of Webster’s portion of energy would be for this project. Mr. Friedman stated the Town’s 
portion would be thirty percent (30%). He stated that would equal approximately eighteen (18) 
megawatts which would power a lot of homes. He stated the Town would save approximately 
thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) a year. Selectman Keefe asked when this discount would take 
effect. Mr. Friedman stated this project is happening relatively quickly and would be operational 
around 2015. Mr. McAuliffe stated the next step would be to enter into an agreement. Selectman 
Miller asked Mr. Friedman how long Solterra has been in business. Mr. Friedman stated Solterra 
has been in business for the last five years. He stated Webster would be one of the larger users of 
this project. Selectman Keefe stated the Board will table this agenda item until Monday, June 10, 
2013.  
 
Gloria Ricker – Blue/Green Algae 
 
Selectman Keefe stated she would like to take Gloria Ricker out of order under Business 
Unknown at Time of Posting. Gloria Ricker came forward. She stated the Webster Lake 
Association has encountered blue/green algae growth. She stated this type of algae could produce 
toxins. She asked that people keep their pets away from the area of the blue/green algae and 
refrain from swimming in those areas. She stated this algae looks likes ribbons. Selectman Keefe 
asked what the treatment for this kind of algae is. Ms. Ricker stated the blue/green algae would 
be treated with copper sulfite. She stated this kind of algae appears and then could disappear the 
next day. She just wanted to let residents know and have them keep an eye out for it.  
 Ms. Ricker stated Mass Wildlife came out and tagged the baby eagle. She stated the baby 
eagle is ready to take its first flight. She stated the baby might walk on the beach, land on a dock 
or land on the lawn. She asked that people don’t touch the baby. 
 
 
 



Town Administrator’s Report 
 
Mr. McAuliffe stated he attended a Regional Dispatch Meeting. He stated they are looking to 
regionalize with three to four other towns.  
 
He stated he attended a Master Plan Steering Committee Meeting. He stated it was a very 
productive meeting.  
 
He stated he conducted interviews for the open Highway Department position.  
 
He stated he attended a tour of the Lake with the Director of Environmental Police, Colonel 
Aaron Gross. He stated Colonel Gross was professional and very polite.  
 
He stated he conducted three collective bargaining sessions.  
 
He stated he held a Financial Team Meeting.  
 
He stated he met with Mike Grendell and Dave Dellasandro to coordinate the 3rd Annual 
Thunder on Webster Lake Event.  
 
He stated he had a meeting with a property owner regarding the Rawson Road water main break.  
 
He stated Cathleen Liberty met with a Representative from the Attorney General’s Office 
regarding a program for Nuisance Properties. He stated the Town of Webster is currently 
targeting ten (10) properties but the Attorney General’s Office will only consider six (6) to eight 
(8) of those properties on our list.  
 
He stated the Town of Webster conducted an open enrollment for Voluntary Insurance.  
 
He stated he had the great pleasure of being a part of another successful Memorial Day Parade.  
 
Motion: made by Selectman Miller, seconded by Selectman Starzec to approve the Town 
Administrator’s Report as read.  
Vote: Mr. Duggan – yes, Mr. Starzec - yes, Mr. Miller – yes, Ms. Keefe – yes 
 
Old Business  
 
Selectman Keefe stated she put Webster’s fireworks on the agenda for discussion. Mr. McAuliffe 
stated the Town of Webster has been very fortunate that every year the money for the fireworks 
has been donated. He stated he should have an answer for the Board by the next meeting.  
 
Selectman Miller stated he would like to mention that Sergio Manzi of Tal’s Place had his first 
outdoor entertainment last weekend and there were no complaints.  
 
New Business  
 
Selectman Keefe stated that NOAH is looking for an extension for the Land Disposition 
Agreement and the Land Development Agreement. She stated they were recently fully funded 
through the MassHousing Grant. She stated they are looking for additional time to get the 
paperwork together.  
 
Motion: made by Selectman Duggan, seconded by Selectman Miller to authorize the Town 
Administrator to extend the Land Disposition Agreement and the Land Development Agreement 
until November 30, 2013.  
Vote: Mr. Duggan – yes, Mr. Starzec - yes, Mr. Miller – yes, Ms. Keefe – yes. 
 
Selectman Duggan stated the Board received a letter of interest for the CMRPC Delegate. He 
asked to have this on the next agenda.  
 
Selectman Keefe stated the Board received a “One Day” liquor license request from the Webster 
Lake Association for August 13, 2013  
 
Motion: made by Selectman Miller, seconded by Selectman Starzec to approve the “One Day” 
liquor license for the Webster Lake Association for August 13, 2013. 
Vote: Mr. Duggan – yes, Mr. Starzec - yes, Mr. Miller – yes, Ms. Keefe – yes. 
 
 
 
 



Motion: made by Selectman Miller, seconded by Selectman Duggan to approve the “One Day” 
liquor license request for Struck Catering for the Grand Opening of Hometown Bank on 
Tuesday, June 25, 2013 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  
Vote: Mr. Duggan – yes, Mr. Starzec - yes, Mr. Miller – yes, Ms. Keefe – yes. 
 
Selectman Keefe stated the Board received a Class II License application from Mia’s Tire Sales 
located at 8 East Main Street. She stated the application was incomplete and that she referred it 
back to them to be completed correctly.  
 
Selectman Keefe stated the Board received a Class II Application from M & R Auto Sales 
located at 14 Railroad Avenue. She referred this to the Building Inspector for further review.  
 
Selectman Keefe stated she scheduled liquor license violation hearings for the twelve 
establishments for Monday, June 24, 2013. Selectman Miller requested the guidelines be in the 
Selectmen’s packets for that meeting.  
 
Adjournment 
Motion: made by Selectman Duggan, seconded by Selectman Miller to go adjourn the Regular 
Session Meeting at 9:43 p.m. 
Vote: Mr. Duggan – yes, Mr. Starzec - yes, Mr. Miller – yes, Ms. Keefe – yes 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Courtney Friedland 
 


