TOWN OF WEBSTER
BOARD OF SELECTMAN
DEBORAH KEEFE, CHAIRMAN
WALTER D. RICCI, VICE CHAIRMAN
MARK DOWGIEWICZ
JEFFREY DUGGAN
DON BOURQUE
 
A Board of Selectman Meeting was held at the Town Hall in the Selectmen’s Conference Room on Monday, September 13, 2010. Chairman Keefe called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.
 
Pledge of Allegiance: Chairman Keefe led the Selectman in the Pledge of Allegiance.
 
Attendance: Don Bourque, Jeffrey Duggan, Mark Dowgiewicz, Dan Ricci, Deborah Keefe
 
Bob Anders – Wind Turbines
Robert Anders came forward to give a presentation on the proposed Wind Turbine to be located on Route 16. He stated the proposed Wind Farm will be right behind the houses on Blueberry Hill. He stated the Town needed to take action in order to preserve their neighborhood.  He showed a Power Point presentation describing the harmful impact of these Wind Turbines. He stated eleven wind turbines are slated to be installed. The streets would be destroyed when the equipment is trucked in to the location. The Power Point presentation talked about the toxic chemicals in concrete, high voltage underground cables and stray voltage. Selectman Duggan asked how far off the property line the proposed Wind Turbines would be located. Mr. Anders stated houses are no more than a thousand feet away. He stated noise can be heard more than a mile away. Selectman Duggan asked if anyone has spoken to residents near the Holy Name Wind Turbine. Mr. Anders stated they did go and listen but the blades on the Wind Turbine at Holy Name are smaller. Chairman Keefe stated sound travels around the lake and people across the lake would be able hear the noise. Selectman Ricci asked if a noise report has ever been done. Mr. Anders stated they have various noise reports from other Cities and Towns. He also state the Wind Turbines visually destroy natural landscape. He stated the property value near Blueberry Hill will go down and tax revenue for the Town we could collect would go down.
Chad Pepin stated these would be the largest Wind Turbines in the northeast. He interviewed individuals and asked what their concerns were? People were concerned about health problems and noise. The noise is a very big problem. He said the sound is similar to a jet that never leaves. He stated there is also a flicker issues. A new flicker study needs to be done. He also stated that there could be well contamination. He stated seventy percent (70%) of residents on Blueberry Hill have private wells.  
Mr. Anders asked that the Board take this under review before they let this happen. Chairman Keefe stated residents can go to www.realwebster.com for more information. She asked Mr. Anders to come back in two to three weeks for an update. Mr. Anders thanked the Board for their time. (Attachment 1)
At 7:07 p.m. Chairman Keefe stated the Board of Selectman would take a three (3) minute recess.
 The Board of Selectman reconvened at 7:12 p.m.
Proclamations – Webster Fire, EMS, and Rescue
 
Chairman Keefe asked that Webster Fire, Rescue and EMS to come forward. She stated each Department was receiving a proclamation for their outstanding efforts in helping one of their own who suffered a heart attack while fighting a fire. She read the proclamation to each department. Chief Forester thanked the Board of Selectman for their support.
 
Mr. McAuliffe stated he would like to take something out of order on the agenda and introduce Cathleen Liberty; Town of Webster’s new Health Agent. He explained she previously worked in Watertown and was exposed to a district. Chairman Keefe stated she had her plate full. Mrs. Liberty stated she was excited and would jump right into the position. The Board thanked her and welcomed her aboard.
Acceptance of minutes
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion: made by Selectman Bourque, seconded by Selectman Duggan to accept the minutes of the August 23, 2010.
Vote: Mr. Bourque – yes, Mr. Duggan- yes, Mr. Dowgiewicz- yes, Mr. Ricci – yes, Chairman Keefe - yes
 
Selectman Ricci asked Mr. McAuliffe if he looked into the Transfer Station equipment usage by other Towns. Mr. McAuliffe stated he would address that during the Town Administrator’s report.
Carol Cyr –French River Grant Contract Award/Update of Signage for New Street and Lyndale Avenue   
 
Carol Cyr came forward and stated they had the bid opening for the French River Grant Project. Selectman Duggan asked what the French River Grant Contact entailed. Mrs. Cyr stated the French River Grant Contract was for the entire project. She also explained mussels were discovered that are endangered in theFrench River. She stated a scuba diver would be diving down to relocate the mussels and relocating them down stream for approximately a year. If the mussels are happy they will keep them at that location. She stated no mussels will be harmed. They are being moved for their own protection. She stated there are approximately eight mussels. She stated they are starting to beautify downtown. She stated the lowest bid was from a local company. Chairman Keefe stated the Board of Selectman received a letter stating the money to do the French River Project was ill spent. She stated the French River project was being done through grant money. The grant money was project specific and only certain projects throughout Massachusetts were granted the money.  
Motion: made by Selectman Bourque, seconded by Selectman Dowgiewicz to approve the French River Grant Contract in the amount of $210,305.00 to Ceppetelli Construction Corp. 
Vote: Mr. Bourque – yes, Mr. Duggan- yes, Mr. Dowgiewicz- yes, Mr. Ricci – yes, Chairman Keefe - yes
 
Mrs. Cyr stated the signs are scheduled to go up on Wednesday for New Streetand Lyndale Avenue. She stated there would be partial Police detail. She stated she would work with J.T. Gaucher to secure bagging them. On September 27, 2010 the DPW will begin the final paving.
Selectman Duggan stated he would like to have a Police Detail the morning and afternoon on the first day the “One Way” Streets go into effect. He also stated the Town should wait until Monday September 20, 2010 to give citizens proper notice. 
Motion: made by Selectman Bourque, seconded by Selectman Ricci to have Police detail for the morning and afternoon on New Street and Lyndale Avenue (school hours) on Monday, September 20, 2010.
Vote: Mr. Bourque – yes, Mr. Duggan- yes, Mr. Dowgiewicz- yes, Mr. Ricci – yes, Chairman Keefe - yes
 
Chairman Keefe stated the Board received a letter complaining of the street lights on Main Street. Chairman Keefe asked Mrs. Cyr to clarify. Mrs. Cyr stated the street lights were being replaced with grant money. The street lights were for the revitalizing of Main Street. Mrs. Cyr stated they are putting up an additional nineteen (19) lights. She stated the contractor for the lights has been exceptional. Selectman Duggan asked if the old Street light poles were being taken down after the new ones are put up. Mrs. Cyr stated “yes”. Selectman Bourque stated the letter also mentioned the new “bump out” in front of the Town Hall. Mrs. Cyr stated the “bump out” was done through a NOAH project. The Town had a traffic study done and it was determined the Town had too many crosswalks. It was NOAH’s recommendation to construct the “bump out”. People were using the parking lane as a traffic lane to go up Lake Street. The Board thanked Mrs. Cyr for her time. (Attachment 2)
Conservation Restriction – R & K Realty   
Scott Kunkel came forward and stated Raymond Regis was unable to attend. Mr. Kunkel explained in 2007 a turtle was found on the property of The Deer Run Subdivision located at 121 Sutton Road. He requested the Board of Selectman approve the Conservation Restriction. He stated the Webster Conservation Commission had already approved the restriction. This restriction assures that the premises would be maintained in its current condition. The restriction would not allow any construction, equipment or pools on the designated area. Selectman Ricci stated the plans were dated in 2007. He asked if a new design should be laid out by the Planning Board. Mr. Kunkel stated this restriction had been approved by the Planning Board. He stated no changes had been made to the restricted area since the plan was made in 2007. (Attachment 3)
Motion: made by Selectman Dowgiewicz, seconded by Selectman Duggan to approve the Conservation Restriction. 
Vote: Mr. Bourque – yes, Mr. Duggan – yes, Mr. Dowgiewicz –yes, Mr. Ricci –yes, Chairman Keefe – yes.
Public Hearing - Charter Changes
Chairman Keefe stated the Charter Review Committee held a Public Hearing last year. She stated they held a Public Hearing today at 5:30 p.m. in the Old Selectmen’s Room and this was the third public hearing regarding the Charter changes.
Chairman Keefe reads Article one (1) and opened it up to the floor for any questions. No questions.
Chairman Keefe reads Article two (2) and opened it up to the floor for any questions. No questions.
Chairman Keefe reads Article three (3) and opened it up to the floor for any questions. No questions.
Chairman Keefe reads Article four (4) and opened it up to the floor for any questions. No questions.
Chairman Keefe reads Article Five (5) and opened it up to the floor for any questions. Selectman Ricci stated the article would not match the Massachusetts General Laws. He stated the Town would be more stringent than MGL. Mike Lanava from the Webster/Dudley Chamber of Commerce came forward and stated he had a problem with part two (2). He would like to know if the language could be amended before it hit the Town Meeting floor. Chairman Keefe stated the Charter Review Committee would take it under advisement.  
Chairman Keefe reads Article five (5) C and opened it up to the floor for any questions. No questions
Chairman Keefe reads Article five (5) D and opened it up to the floor for any questions. No questions.
Chairman Keefe reads Article Five (5) E and opened it up to the floor for any questions. Selectman Ricci stated the moderator should not pick all nine. Chairman Keefe stated there should be financially educated people on the Finance Committee. She stated with elected officials, they are sometimes voted in by popularity not qualifications. Linda Littleton stated the intent was to protect the Town. Selectman Duggan stated appointed positions would not be paid and asked why people would want to be on the committee.
Chairman Keefe reads Article Five (5) F and opened it up to the floor for any questions. Loretta Scott Walker came forward and asked what the educational background that would be required for the Board of Health members. Chairman Keefe stated they have not truly looked into it. She stated they are looking for people who are educated. Ms. Walker asked if the Town would look into changing to a Town Manager. Chairman Keefe stated that has not been looked at. Selectman Ricci stated the Board of Health members should be appointed by the Board of Selectman.
Chairman Keefe reads Article Five (5) G and opened it up to the floor for any questions. Selectman Ricci asked if the Board would have to approve the budget to hire a Finance Director. Chairman Keefe stated it would be approved by the Town Meeting. Selectman Bourque stated Mr. McAuliffe’s plate is full. He stated appointed positions would work out great. Selectman Ricci stated he had no problem with Tax Collector or the Treasurer being appointed. He stated he would like the Town Accountant to be held accountable to Board of Selectman. Chairman Keefe stated the Town Accountant should be under the Town Administrator since he is in control of the day to day activities of the Town. Selectman Ricci stated Pam Regis does a great job but this would be taking away from the Boards authority. Selectman Duggan stated the Board should not get involved in day to day functions. Selectman Bourque stated if the Town had a Town Administrator that is not honest and they appoint everyone, then the auditors would be able to detect something. Selectman Ricci stated the Board does not have any authority to fire someone; just the authority to appoint.
Chairman Keefe reads Article five (5) Amendment Seven (7) A and opened it up to the floor for any questions. No questions.
Chairman Keefe stated the transitional provisions would be deleted.
Chairman Keefe closed the public hearing. (Attachment 4)
Town Administrator’s Report
Mr. McAuliffe stated the streetlight recommendations had been put in the Selectmen’s packets. Chairman Keefe stated the Board would like to put this on the agenda for September 27, 2010. If anyone had any question they are to forward them to Mr. McAuliffe.
Mr. McAuliffe stated he looked at various Town’s Sign by-laws. He stated he would be proposing a Sign By-Law that is very similar to the Town of Auburn. He stated Auburn has an amazing commercial base. Chairman Keefe would like an update at the next meeting.
He attended the Finance Committee meeting.
He attended the Library Building Needs Study Committee.
Mr. McAuliffe wanted to verify the Beach/Transfer/Compost stickers were going to be extended until December 31, 2010. Selectman Duggan stated the stickers expire on September 30, 2010 and new stickers would need to be purchased. He stated new stickers could be extended three months to accommodate calendar year to calendar year expiration dates.
Motion: made by Selectman Ricci seconded by Selectman Duggan to extend the Beach/Transfer/Compost sticker expiration date from September 30, 2011 to December 31, 2011.
Vote: Mr. Bourque – yes, Mr. Duggan – yes, Mr. Dowgiewicz –yes, Mr. Ricci –yes, Chairman Keefe – yes.
Chairman Keefe stated All Stickers are available in the Town Administrator’s Office.
Mr. McAuliffe stated a Regional Public Nurse opportunity has been presented to the Town of Webster via an Inter Municipal Agreement with the Town of Sutton. The Town of Sutton would charge fifty ($50.00) dollars per hour. HarringtonHospital provides services to the Town of Webster for seventy five ($75.00) dollars per hour. This agreement has already been reviewed by Town Counsel. Selectman Bourque asked how many hours the Nurse would be used by the Town. Mr. McAuliffe stated as many as needed. Selectman Bourque asked if she would receive any benefits from Webster if she is a Town of Sutton employee. Mr. McAuliffe stated “no”. Selectman Bourque asked who’s Workman’s Compensation she would be under. Mr. McAuliffe state he would look into it. Selectman Bourque stated he would not feel conformable to vote this until he knows whose Workman’s Compensation she would be under. (Attachment 5)
Motion: made by Selectman Dowgiewicz seconded by Selectman Ricci to authorize the Town Administrator to enter into an Inter Municipal Agreement with the Town ofSutton for a Regional Public Nurse on behalf of the Board of Selectman.
Vote: Mr. Bourque – yes, Mr. Duggan – yes, Mr. Dowgiewicz –yes, Mr. Ricci –yes, Chairman Keefe – yes.
Motion: made by Selectman Ricci seconded by Selectman Dowgiewicz to approve the Town Administrator’s Report. (Attachment 6)
Vote: Mr. Bourque – yes, Mr. Duggan – yes, Mr. Dowgiewicz –yes, Mr. Ricci –yes, Chairman Keefe – yes.
Old Business
None
New Business
Chairman Keefe stated she would like the United Nations Day Proclamation put on the agenda for September 27, 2010. (Attachment 7)
Chairman Keefe stated the Board received a letter requesting a one day liquor license from the Kosciuszko Society for September 18, 2010. According to the ABCC a liquor license holder cannot get a one day liquor permit. If the one day was issued to an individual, they would need to be covered by liability insurance. (Attachment 8)
Motion: made by Selectman Duggan seconded by Selectman Dowgiewicz to issue a “one day” liquor license to Bob Saari pending an insurance rider. 
Vote: Mr. Bourque – yes, Mr. Duggan – yes, Mr. Dowgiewicz –yes, Mr. Ricci –yes, Chairman Keefe – yes
Chairman Keefe reminded everyone that child safety seat inspections will be done at the Webster Fire Department on September 25, 2010. Also National Take Back Initiative will be held September 25, 2010.  (Attachment 9)
Chairman Keefe stated the Board received a letter from a resident about 2011 water sewer bill she asked that it gets referred to Sewer Committee. (Attachment 10)
The Last Green Valley Letter forward to Carol Cyr. (Attachment 11)
Chairman Keefe stated the Webster Fire Fighters Social Club Memorial Mass and Breakfast will be held on October 3, 2010. (Attachment 12)
ADJOURNMENT
 
Motion: made by Selectman Dowgiewicz seconded by Selectman Bourque to adjourn.
Vote: Mr. Bourque – yes, Mr. Duggan – yes, Mr. Dowgiewicz –yes, Mr. Ricci –yes, Chairman Keefe – yes.
 
Respectfully Submitted,
 
Courtney M Friedland
Executive Secretary
